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CFRPC

Jennifer Codo-Salisbury

Director of Planning

Central Florida Regional Planning Council
555 East Church Street

Bartow, FL. 33830-3931

Re: Application for Development Approval for Lake Placid Groves Development of
Regional Impact (DRI), Highlands County '

Dear Ms. Codo-Salisbury:

The Division of Habitat and Species Conservation, Habitat Conservation Scientific
Services Section, of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) has
coordinated an agency review of the above-referenced project. In accordance with
Chapter 380, Florida Statutes, we are reviewing the application for adequacy of
information on the fish and wildlife resources known to occur or having potential to
occur in the area proposed as the Lake Placid Groves DRI.

Project Description

Lykes Bros., Inc., is proposing to develop approximately 2,144 acres of land in
unincorporated Highlands County, Florida. The development proposal provides for
3,400 single family residential units, 675 multifamily residential units, approximately
1,020,000 square feet of additional building space, and an 18-hole golf course. Citrus
groves are the dominant land cover within the project area. The site was converted to
citrus groves in the 1940s and has been actively managed for citrus production since;
however, the site also has native plant communities including hardwood-conifer mixed,
mixed hardwoods, stream and lake swamps, lakes, and freshwater marshes.

The Lake Placid Groves property is located adjacent to areas with a number of unique
and sensitive habitats, a diverse matrix of upland and wetland ecosystems, and is
surrounded by large tracts of public conservation lands. The site is traversed by U.S.
Highway 27 (U.S. 27) and County Road 17 (CR 17). Two management units of the Lake
Wales Ridge Wildlife and Environmental Area (WEA) border the site on its east and west
boundaries. Also, the site is hydrologically linked to Jack Creek Preserve by way of
Josephine Creek, which traverses the northern extent of the property.

Potentially Affected Resources

According to our Geographic Information System (GIS) analysis, the Lake Placid Grove
site contains or falls within:
e Priority wetlands for the wood stork, American alligator, Florida black bear,
Florida sandhill crane, gopher frog, and limpkin,
e U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Consultation Area for the Florida scrub-jay,
























