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Agenda

I. Overview

II. Agency and Intergovernmental Group Input

III. Citizen Input

IV. Elements ςMinor and Major Amendments

V. Population

VI. Urban Growth Area

VII. Items for November 17 Workshop



I.  Overview

RECAP 
of 

Comprehensive Plan Update
(Purpose and Requirements)



Highlands County has an adopted Comprehensive Plan 
which lays out the framework for how the County will 

grow and develop

×The Plan sets out patterns for residential, commercial,
industrial, agricultural and institutional land uses

×The Plan determines what infrastructure will be needed
to serve new development including water supply

×The Plan indentifies natural resources
×The Plan determines the need for schools to accompany 

development

The  Plan sets the overall framework for all growth 
management decisions by the County



Reason for the Comprehensive Plan Update

× All local governments must periodically update 
their Comprehensive Plan

× Timeframe set for each local government
× 2 step process:

VEvaluation and Appraisal Report
ÇComprehensive Plan Amendments based on 

that Report and all current requirements



Evaluation and Appraisal Report (EAR) Process

Phase 1:  Evaluation and Appraisal Report 
(Found Sufficient by DCA on May 23, 2008)

Phase 2:  Amendments based on the EAR to 
update the Comprehensive Plan  

(Adoption Due Date:  18 to 24 months from 
EAR Sufficiency Finding)



Comprehensive Plan Update

ÅCurrent Plan horizon is 2010

ÅUpdated Plan horizon will be 2030

ÅState required Update approximately 
every 7 years

ÅAmendments to the Plan may be 
submitted twice per year



Data & Analysis for 2030

Á Population
Á Level of Service Standards
Á Roads
Á Water
Á Sewer
Á Solid Waste
Á Parks
Á Housing
Á Intergovernmental Agreements
Á Need



Maps

Á Existing Land Use
Á Natural Resources
Á Utility Service Areas
Á Public Access & Park Facilities
Á Future Land Use
Á Future Transportation System
Á Municipal Boundaries



Policies ςAll Elements

Å Future Land Use
Å Transportation
Å Housing
Å Infrastructure (including Water Supply)
Å Natural Resources
Å Recreation and Open Space
Å Intergovernmental Coordination
Å Economic Development
Å Capital Improvements
Å Public School Facilities 



Workshop Goals

Receive Questions and Input from Both Commissions 

regarding proposed changes to the Elements being 

presented today.



Agency & Intergovernmental Group Input

Agency Workshop ςSeptember 10, 2009

Bert J. Harris, Jr. Agricultural Center

61  People Attended 



AgencyWorkshop ςSeptember 10, 2009

× FDOT
× FWC
× SWFWMD & SFWMD
× School Board
× Sebring Airport Authority
× Highlands County Depts.
× EDC
× Heartland Workforce
× Archbold
× Housing Coalition
× ENRAC

Attending Agencies, Local Governments
And Advisory Groups

× City of Avon Park
× Town of Lake Placid
× City of Sebring
× Polk County
× LRTC
× Housing Authority
× Habitat for Humanity
× Ridge Trails Assoc. 
× South Florida   

Community College



AgencyWorkshop ςSeptember 10, 2009



Citizen Input

× Public Workshop ςSeptember 24, 2009

Bert J. Harris, Jr. Agricultural Center

27 People Attended 



Public Workshop ςSeptember24, 2009

× Avon Park Area: 13%
× Sebring Area: 30%
× Lake Placid Area: 33%
× Unincorporated 

Areas: 23%

Where do you live?



Public Workshop ςSeptember24, 2009

× Avon Park Area : 22%
× Sebring Area: 55%
× Lake Placid Area: 11%
× Unincorporated 

Areas: 11%

Where do you work?



Public Workshop - September 24, 2009

Dot Colors correspond to 
your opinion.

Blue: Very Important

Yellow:Somewhat 
Important

Red:      Not Important


