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Overview

Property Rights Element

Language
The language being amended includes Goals, Objectives, and Policies. The text that is underlined
is text to be added and text that is shown as strikesut is to be removed.

Comments
Comments listed under each proposed change indicate why the Goal, Objective, or Policy is being
amended.

Please note that Goals, Objectives, and Policies that include non-substantive changes such as
organization name changes and grammatical revisions are shown without comments.
PROPERTY RIGHTS ELEMENT AMENDMENTS

Introduction Added Introduction to cite Property Rights Element Requirements
consistent with Section 163.3161(10), Florida Statutes.
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Proposed Amendments: Draft May 28, 2025

PROPERTY RIGHTS ELEMENT

Text that is underlined is text to be added and text that is shown as strikeeut is to be removed.

Comments listed under each proposed change indicate why the Goal, Objective, or Policy is
being amended.

INTRODUCTION

Pursuant to Section 163.3161(10) F.S., the following represents the Property Rights policy of Highlands
County. This policy is intended to recognize and respect judicially acknowledged or constitutionally
protected private property rights. All Goals, Objectives, and Policies are adopted by Ordinance.

Comment: Language added consistent to set up of other Elements. The intent is sources from
Florida Statutes 163.3161(10).

GOAL: TO PROVIDE A FRAMEWORK FOR ENSURING THAT PRIVATE PROPERTY RIGHTS
ARE CONSIDERED IN LOCAL DECISION MAKING.

OBJECTIVE 1: HIGHLANDS COUNTY WILL RECOGNIZE AND RESPECT ALL JUDICIALLY
ACKNOWLEDGED AND CONSTITUTIONALLY PROTECTED PRIVATE
PROPERTY RIGHTS.

Policy 1.1: Highlands County will consider in its decision-making the right of a property owner
to physically possess and control his or her interests in the property, including
easements, leases, or mineral rights.

Policy 1.2: Highlands County will consider in its decision-making the right of a property owner
to use, maintain, develop, and improve his or her property for personal use or for
the use of any other person, subject to state law and local ordinances.

Policy 1.3: Highlands County will consider in its decision-making the right of the property
owner to privacy and to exclude others from the property to protect the owner’s
possessions and property.

Policy 1.4: Highlands County will consider in its decision-making the right of a property owner
to dispose of his or her property through sale or gift.
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